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TO HIS MAJESTY ¢/ if ¥ 
KING GEORGE Vv 


(B.D.MAGGS. E.U,MAGGS.) 


342435 Conoutkh Streel, New Bono Sf. WoT | 
Lionoon 


Paris 130 Bodevaro Hausman 


Telegraphic and Cable Address 
“BIBLIOLITE,L_ONDON” 
Code in use... “UNICODE” 
Telephone .. GERRARD 5831 


9th July, 1920. 


5 The Curator, 
| Wellcome Historical Medical Musew, 


| Dear Sir, 


54, Wigmore Street, 
Wet. 


We have much pleasure in wporting the following book, 


which we think will be of interest to you:- 


chapters on Tobacco and the art of tuking it. 


PRINERA PARTE DE LOS PROBLEWAS, y secretos 
marauillosos de las Indias. Compuesta por el 
Doctor Juan de Cardenas. 

, Medico. 
Dirigida al illustrissimo Senor Don Luys de Velasco, 
Virrg dsta nueus Espafia. 


Original vellum binding, 
1591. 


This extraordinary Little book contains a number of 
Chaoter XIII, 


Small 8vo. 
Mexico, 


a@eee 


£210. 


for instance, has the foittowing heading:- 





Porque causa la coca y el Tabaco. trayendose en 
la boca dans fuerca y matenenimiento al cuerpo. 


In Chapter XVIII, the heading is: 


En gue se declara en particular las propiedades y 
virtudes dei Piciete, y como se deve viar de su humo. 
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Copies of this book are excessively rare. According 
to Medina, Imprenta en Mexico, onty four coples were 
known to him, one of than being the British Museun 
copy wanting a leaf. Whether the other coples are 
also defective, he does not state. 


The book is so important that Medina devotes more than 
three of his Large folio pages to it, and gives a list of all the 
chapter headings. 


The copy described by Leclerc was defective, and he © 
states that it is a book of the greatest rarity, and aimost 
unkno wne 


Antonio describes the book, put doubts if it ever 
exi sted. 


Harrisse, in his List of books minted in Mexico before 
1600, describing one of the copies known to Medina, states that 
it is quarto, and that it consists of 255 pages, which is entirely 
Wro hg. 


The wrk is divided into three books: 


Book I. treats of the climate and the soil of Mexico, 
of its volcanoes and hot springs. 


Book Il. treats at 1ength of the mines, plants, tobacco, 
cocoa, chocolate, etc. 
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Book III. is devoted to the Indians, to their clothes, 
and to those of the Spaniards born in Mexico. 


The copies known to and described by Wagner in his 
"Mexican Imprints", and the "Tribute to Wilberforce Eames", 
and the only coples cited, are those in the National Library, 
Madrid, the British Museum, London (defective), the Huntington 
Library, and the defective copy in the New York Public Library. 


It is of course not certain that the copy in the National : 
Library, Madrid, or the Huntington Library copy are comptete. 


May we send you this? 


Yours faithfully, 


49° B.. 


MLE/GR. 





